APPLICATION GUIDE 2021

The Civic Trust Awards was established in 1959 to recognise and reward the best projects in the built
environment. From architecture to planning, hospitals to housing, public realm to public art, the Awards
scheme acknowledges the built environment in its wider context and holds a firm belief that development
should be for the benefit of the people it serves.

The aim of the Civic Trust Awards is to encourage the very best in architecture and environmental design, to
improve the built environment for us all through design, sustainability, inclusiveness and accessibility, but also
to reward projects that offer a positive cultural, social, economic or environmental benefit to their local
communities.

What is eligible for a Civic Trust Award?

All projects are judged on their own merit and every type of built environment project is eligible to apply (and
win) a Civic Trust Award, which is given to outstanding projects in the fields of architecture, planning,
environmental design, landscape, public realm and public art. Entries are invited from schemes of all types, sizes
and budgets our only requirement is that the scheme must be either publicly accessible or visible from a public
highway or footpath.

The application round is NOW OPEN.

The closing date for entries is 5pm on Friday 24" July 2020

All entries are submitted online via our website www.civictrustawards.org.uk

In addition to Civic Trust Awards applications we encourage separate applications for:

A International Civic Trust Awards - for projects outside the UK and the Republic of Ireland which achieve
the same criteria as described above for Civic Trust Awards.

A Pro-Tem Civic Trust Awards - for temporary projects or installations

A Civic Trust AABC Conservation Awards - for projects which demonstrate the highest standards of
historic building conservation. Delivered by the Civic Trust Awards in association with the Register of
Architects Accredited in Building Conservation (AABC)

Pro-Tem Civic Trust Awards Scheme

The Pro-Tem Civic Trust Awards scheme receives applications from temporary structures and installations.
Temporary installations can make a surprising impact in regenerating areas which often need a quick win to
energise their communities and establish a profile. In these austere economic times, the potency of these
installations is significant and worthy of record.


http://www.civictrustawards.org.uk/
http://www.civictrustawards.org.uk/

Civic Trust AABC Conservation Awards Scheme

The Civic Trust AABC Conservation Awards scheme is specifically targeted and tailored to historic building
conservation projects, but still retains the 360-degree nature of the Civic Trust Awards assessment process. The
care, conservation and adaptive re-use of historic buildings call for a variety of skills. These begin with
understanding the significances of a historic building in whole and in its constituent parts. We then consider the
identification of defects and the diagnosis of problems and functional deficiencies which leads to the
development of an approach - a conservation philosophy appropriate to the specific circumstances of the
project. Works of repair, remediation and, where appropriate, adaptation which are both technically and
philosophically sound are then formulated. Entries must demonstrate this broad range of skills in an overall
project description and the exceptional qualities of the entry can then be described. These may include
conservation of the rare and fragile, subtle remediation of structural problems or careful adaptation to meet
current needs, all securing the ongoing life and value of the building. We therefore seek the demonstration of
virtuosic skills that will inspire others.

Which Awards scheme should | apply for?

Is the application for Submit your project to
a conservation the CTA AABC
project? Conservation Awards

Is the application for a permanent Submit your project to
structure (life expectancy greater the Pro Tem Civic
than 5-10 years) Trust Awards

Submit your project to
the International Civic
Is the project based Trust Awards
in the UK/ROI?

Submit your project to
the Civic Trust Awards

Entry into CTA & AABC Awards

Projects that are of a conservation nature but still meet the requirements of the Civic Trust Awards can be entered
into both schemes. The project will then be eligible to be awarded in either (or both) awards schemes. Recent
projects being recognised by both Civic Trust Awards and AABC Awards include “The Painted Hall” by Hugh
Broughton Architects & Martin Ashley Architects; “Westminster Abbey Triforium” by Ptolemy Dean Architects &
MUMA. Both projects were also recognised by the Selwyn Goldsmith Awards, making them triple winners.
Separate application forms need to be completed and two application fees applied.
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Levels of Award

All applications are considered against our assessment criteria and are eligible to win an Award or
Commendation. Award winning schemes are then considered separately against each of our criteria for our
Special Awards. All winners receive a plaque for permanent display at the site of the winning project and a
Certificate.

Award - given to projects that make an outstanding contribution to the quality and appearance of the built
environment. Award level schemes demonstrate excellence in architecture or design, whilst being
sustainable, accessible and provide a positive civic contribution.

Highly Commended - given to projects that make a significant contribution to the quality and appearance
of the built environment. Commendation level schemes demonstrate a good standard of architecture or
design, whilst being sustainable, accessible and provide a positive civic contribution.

Selwyn Goldsmith Awards for Universal Design - All CTA entries are automatically considered for the Selwyn
Goldsmith Award. Winners will be selected by a specially convened panel of universal design experts. Universal
Design is about ensuring that places work for all people, no matter your age, ethnicity, gender or ability. An
environment or building that is responsive, flexible, welcoming, easy to use and occupy; allowing all to use with
dignity and equality. To be considered for the SGA’s your project should have gone above and beyond the building
regulations, using best practice guidance, putting people at the heart of the project and showing exemplar design.

The Assessment Process

Wherever possible, at the first stage of assessment, entries to the Civic Trust Awards (and Pro-Tem Awards if the
structure is still in place) will be visited by a team consisting of a senior architect and (where available) a member of
the local community, an inclusive design assessor and a representative of the Local Authority planning department.
This team reports its recommendations to the National Panel (a representative group of experts) that make the final
decisions on the level of award to be given.

The assessor team will be looking for schemes that are of a good or excellent design standard, demonstrate
sustainability credentials, have made a positive impact on their local environment, and have well integrated and
detailed access for all. Feedback is offered to all unsuccessful applicants and the decision made by the assessor team
and National Panel is final.

PLEASE NOTE: where scheme visits are to take place, our assessor teams should not be accompanied by the applicant
during their visit. The scheme should be available to be visited by our assessment team at any time during September and
October and applicants must ensure that schemes are notified. If the scheme is not accessible on the date/time provided
by the Civic Trust Awards Assessment team, it will instead be desk assessed by our National Panel.

International Civic Trust Awards entries are assessed via a desk study by the National Panel. Since the projects
cannot necessarily be visited by the assessment panel the applicant must submit two citations from locally accredited
community or local authority organisations (200 words maximum) outlining their support. Clear drawings and
photographs showing the context and before and after images are essential.

Civic Trust AABC Conservation Award scheme, judging will be undertaken via a desk study by representatives of the
AABC.

Due to Covid19 restrictions, it may not be possible to visit all schemes, therefore, a process will be put in place for
regional judging teams to consider such applications in conjunction with a National Panel Member as part of a first
stage assessment process.
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The Awards Programme

June - July Application round is open and entries are submitted online.
August Applications are processed and assessors are allocated by CTA
Sept - Oct Judging visits take place (CTA and Pro-Tem Awards). Feedback is submitted to the Civic

Trust Awards from all assessment team members about each scheme that has been
visited. For CTA AABC Conservation Award entries, desk assessments take place.

November Schemes considered successful at a regional level (together with the successful
international projects) will be notified.

December All UK schemes considered successful at a regional level (together with the successful
international entries) are then put forward for second-tier consideration by our National
Panel who ratify the final level of Award winners to ensure national and international
consistency. AABC Conservation Awards application are considered by a specially
convened panel of building conservation experts.

March The Awards Ceremony will take place on in March 2021 at a venue to be confirmed. All
organisations involved in the winning projects are invited to attend. Award, Highly
Commended & Special Award recipients are revealed at the Awards Ceremony.

Special Awards:

All National & International winning projects are considered for Special Awards by National Panel members (or
Sponsors) who determine the individual winners. Winners receive a Special Award plaque and certificate to
commemorate their success. Some special award categories are dictated by application type, but by way of an
indication, the following categories are usually recognised:

9 National Panel Special Award - Selected by National Panel Members as their favourite scheme from the
year’s Award winning projects.

1 Special Award for Community Impact & Engagement - Presented to a scheme that has demonstrated how
successful community engagement can help deliver the highest standards of design whilst meeting the needs
of local people.

1 Michael Middleton Special Award - given in memory of Michael Middleton MBE who was instrumental in
helping to establish the Civic Trust Awards in 1959. The Award recognises excellence in restoration or new
build projects in a conservation area.

1 Special Award for Sustainability - sponsored by Derwent London, this
Award is presented to a scheme that has demonstrated excellent
sustainability credentials

9 Special Award for Transportation & Infrastructure - the Award will be presented to a scheme that provides
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